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	SESSION 1: Work on the following tasks, gathering evidence and attaching all documentation used. Be as practical as possible and use current and past projects to answer the questions asked.

	Learning outcomes
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	1
	Read through the following statements and decide whether they are facts or opinions. Motivate your answer.
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	Questions
	
	

	
	
	statements
	Motivation
	
	

	
	1
	a) Heroin addicts should be sent to rehabilitation homes at the government's expense.
b) Of all the people who try heroin,
about 10% will get addicted to the substance.
	
	
	

	
	2
	a) HIV/AIDS is the single biggest cause of death in the age group of 20 - 27 year olds.
b) HIV/AIDS is a form of modern plague sent to punish people for
misbehaving.
	
	
	

	
	3
	a) Parents who smoke should be heavily fined as they are harming their children.
b) The children of smokers are 20% more at risk of developing asthma
than the children of non-smokers.
	
	
	

	
	
	




























	2
	See if you can match these statements with the appropriate point of view. The statements are given first followed by a list of points of view. Use a table to present your answers.

Statements:
1. All rapists should be hanged.
2. Education is the right of all people.
3. Abortion is every women's right.
4. Women should occupy more positions of power.
5. The Americans waged an illegal war in Iraq.
6. Homosexual men are all cowards.
7. Farm labourers should be paid well and not exploited.
Points of view:
1. Homophobic point of view
2. Pro-democracy point of view
3. Pro-socialist point of view
4. Pro-feminist point of view
5. Pro-capital punishment point of view
6. Anti-USA point of view Pro-abortion on demand point of view
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	3
	Read through these examples of distortion and decide whether the speaker's position on a given issue is being distorted through;
· Omission of certain key elements or
· selection or
· A mixture of both.

Explain the position which the speaker presenting?
1. In her talk on "Why drug users should be imprisoned", Walter looked at the link between crime and drug use. She did not refer to the success rate of rehabilitation.
2. In their advertising campaign for the luxury car, the advertisers spoke a great deal about the stunning new features of the model but did not mention price.
3. In the report on the war in Iraq the news reporter only mentioned USA losses.
4. In her political speech, Dr Mayo focused only on the negative effects that anti-retroviral drugs have.
5. When talking to the vehicles salesman he focused on the low mileage and good bodywork of the tractor but did not mention that it had been in an accident.
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